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The Pittsburgh MBCA Section 

has 288 members.  

We would like to extend a 

special welcome and hello to 

our newest members: 

Peter Connelly 

Jim Kweder 

Gary Hammer 

Michael Miller 

Eric Stover 

 

We are also proud that 44 

members have renewed their 

membership in the last 3 

months! 

Without new and renewing 

members, we wouldn’t be where 

we are today.  We look forward 

to seeing you at upcoming 

events! 

 

 

 

Pittsburgh Car Show 

 

On Saturday, February 16th, nearly 20 MBCA Pittsburgh Members 

gathered for a photo shoot and lunch to enjoy the annual Pittsburgh 

Auto Show at the Convention Center.  
 

It truly was a great day together talking cars, racing, food favorites 

and all the great events planned this year ahead! 

A special thank you to our regional dealers for displaying and sharing 

our MBCA Membership Business Cards to promote our Club! 

 

 

  

  MBCA Pittsburgh Section Newsletter – Q1 2019     



 We, the Board of Directors, 

would like your feedback, so 

please feel free to contact any of 

us with suggestions on event 

ideas.  We look forward to 

hearing from you!  

 

Sandy Turko 

President 

ssturko@gmail.com 

 

Dan Marcin 

Vice-President 

mercedes@dm-

ins.comcastbiz.net 

 

Marilyn Smetana 

Treasurer 

mari46@consolidated.net 

 

Paul Bowman 

Secretary & Newsletter Editor 

ptbdadof3@comcast.net 

 

 

Board of Directors 

Paul Georg 

Garrett Looman 

Betsy Marcin 

Mark Sheldon 

Sandra Simpson 

Ray Smetana 

 
 
 

                      

A View from the Driver’s Seat 

 
 
"If you say 'vroom vroom' when you put your foot down, you drive faster. 

That's a scientific fact." Lewis Hamilton on Formula1.  

 

I'm sure many of us are guilty of saying these words with a smile while we 

drive our Benzes! 

 

First, a warm welcome to our 5 new members, and I'm so excited for the 

events this year! A great turnout with some new faces in February at the 

Pittsburgh Auto Show and so much more to come this year.  

 

I'm happy to report that I attended a meeting with regional MBCA Club 

Presidents earlier this month, facilitated by our Regional Leader, Rodd 

Masteller. While many neighboring clubs share challenges with membership 

growth and limited funds, it's exciting to see the shared commitment to 

collaborate and continue to progress. I'm confident we will see regional 

presence at our PVGP, other events as well as extend warm welcomes for 

regional events for our Pittsburgh folks to enjoy nearby weekend getaways. 

 

Looking forward to seeing everyone at the Hahn Restoration Tour and 

Luncheon and stay tuned for Formula1 and additional events soon! 

 

Regards, 

Sandy  
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Technology Links 

This issue marks a brand-
new layout for the 
Pittsburgh Section 
Quarterly Newsletter. 
THANKS SO MUCH TO THE 
CENTRAL OHIO SECTION for 
generously sharing their 
format and templates! 
Please send us your 
feedback. 

In addition to this more 
traditional newsletter, 
there are numerous other 
communication channels. 

 
Website: 
http://www.mbcapitt.org/ 

 

 
Facebook: 
Mercedes Benz Club America 
Pittsburgh 
 

 
Email: 
mbcapghchapter@gmail.com   

 
 
Newsletter Update 
 
All Pittsburgh Section 
Newsletters are distributed via 
email and available to view via 
our website.  
 
 

 

 

Time to Sign Up for the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix  

 

For those who have never attended, the Pittsburgh Vintage 
Grand Prix is THE premier automotive event in western 
Pennsylvania with both national and international recognition. 
You can read more about it here: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pittsburgh_Vintage_Grand_Prix 

 

As we have in the past, on Saturday July 20 and Sunday July 
21 the MBCA Pittsburgh section will be offering parking, food, 
and an opportunity to socialize with other club members (and 
look at their Benzes of course!) in a beautiful park setting. 

 

If you plan to attend, please sign up NOW! It’s important that 
we have an accurate headcount for planning purposes. 
Unfortunately, we can no longer accept “walk-up” registrations 
that weekend. 

 

Please note that our prices have gone up as we no longer have 
the level of financial support we used to get from Pittsburgh 
area Mercedes-Benz dealerships. 

Sign-up Instructions: 

1.       Go to https://www.pvgp.org/car-
shows/schenley/mercedes/ 

2.       Scroll down and click on the blue box that says “showclix” 
to register.  

3.       From that point forward, it is self-explanatory with a lot of 
detailed information available. 
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My Trip to the 24 Hours of Daytona: A “Three in One” 

By Dan Marcin 

Once again, I had a great opportunity to experience 

another type of racing event. I was invited to 

accompany my brother-in-law to the 24 Hours of 

Daytona. I have never been to an IMSA race before let 

alone a 24 hour race. It was like a circus with so many 

people, car companies and tents set up everywhere. It 

was hard to follow, being a novice to this type of 

racing, with 3 different classes of cars all racing at one 

time. The car you are rooting for may be in 2nd place in 

its class but be in 18th place over all.  I finally started to 

catch on and was able to keep the cars and positions 

straight.  

Now to back up a bit. On my way down on the plane I read the Jan.- Feb. 2019 Star Magazine which 

included the End of Mercedes in DTM racing in Europe along with a write up on the IMSA 

WeatherTech SportsCar wrap up for the end of 2018. I brought it to be more familiar with the AMG 

GT3 Team Riley Motorsports who I was going to watch and support. 

We got to Daytona Raceway and I went straight for the off track pits to see if I could find my AMG 

team and car. I found it and along with a great surprise too. I walked right into where the car was 

parked in the garage and a man came over to me and said “Hello”. I responded back, but there was 

something familiar about him that I couldn’t quite figure out. Needless to say, I had been reading all 

about this person on the way down. 

He was, as they call him in Europe, 

“Mr. DTM” Bernd Schneider himself, 

one of the greatest Mercedes-Benz 

drivers of all time. He was there to 

explain all about the AMG GT, which 

was running in today’s race and 

answer questions for the VIPs, who 

came in a few minutes behind me 

with their huge special passes 

around their necks. I took advantage 

of the situation and got him to sign 

my Star Magazine showing a picture 

of him racing in the rain. Of course, I 

just stayed there with the VIPs and 

got the whole scoop. 

Meanwhile my wife and relatives were off, who knows where, waiting to hear from me. They knew, 

like always, that I was on a mission. I also stood in line to get the autographs of the  

 



 

Riley AMG Team. They were surprised when I pulled out my Star Magazine that had an article about 

them, which they did not know about, and were eager to sign the article with its picture. 

The mission was not quite complete yet. I am mostly a Formula 1 guy, and since F1 Great Fernando 

Alonzo was racing along with other great F1 drivers, I had to see if I could meet them too. 

Unfortunately, the lines were so long that most never got up to see them personally. But not me! Not 

only did I get a picture of Fernando, but also Rubens Barrichello.  

There was something for everyone, even my sister-in-law. She came to see the first all female driver 

team in an Acura. The morning was cool and sunny. However, by afternoon it had turned very cloudy 

and extremely windy; it felt like it was in the 30s but looking at my phone it was actually 50. Later 

that evening it started to rain and continued to rain all of the following day. There was no place to sit 

since the seats were not under cover. The race was stopped a few times to try and clear the water on 

the track. They finally had to call the race an hour and half early. 

It was disappointing to have such bad weather, especially coming from our Pittsburgh winter. We 

were looking for some warmth and sunshine. Nevertheless, the experience was a great one not to be 

missed. For me it was a “3 in 1” where I met a world famous DTM driver, saw famous Formula 1 

drivers, and watched my first IMSA race.  Not bad for a regular guy from Pittsburgh! 

 

 

Fun Fact: Did you know that since 2014 the Mercedes AMG Petronas Formula 1 factory team has won 

five consecutive world championships?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Upcoming Event – Tour of Hahn Auto Restoration on April 6 

 

Located in Harmony PA, roughly 40 miles north of Pittsburgh, is Hahn Auto Restoration 

(http://www.hahnautorestoration.com/ ), one of the premier restoration shops in the country. 

Come join the Pittsburgh Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America (MBCA) for our annual visit 
to club member Bill Hahn's shop and to see the latest projects that are underway there. 

Over the years, club members have had the privilege of seeing vintage MG sports cars, ultra-rare 
Mercedes-Benz Gullwing Coupes from the 1950s, American muscle cars from the 1960s, and a 
variety of other interesting classic cars. In addition to a tour, Bill always has words of wisdom on 
restoring classic cars and is happy to answer questions. 

Date: Saturday April 6 

Time: 10 AM 

Location: 321 Perry Highway, Harmony, PA 16037 

Optional lunch (separate checks for each attendee) afterwards at 11:45 at: 

Log Cabin Inn 

430 Perry Highway 

Harmony, PA 16037 

 

Menu can be found at: https://www.springfields.com/log-cabin-inn/menu/ 

http://www.hahnautorestoration.com/
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Upcoming Event – Gear Heads Luncheon at Cobblehaus Brewing, April 27 

Our next luncheon will be held on Saturday April 27 at 12 Noon at Cobblehaus Brewing 
Company 1021 5th Ave, Coraopolis, PA 15108. Please join us for some good food, beer, 
and “car talk”. All members are welcome regardless of skill level and experience. 

 

Cobblehaus opened in 
2017 and features 7 craft 
beers on tap that are 
freshly brewed on site. 
We will be using their 
private room. They also 
have off-street parking 
(with meters) next door, 
so bring quarters. 

 

 

 

Immediately after lunch 
at 1:30, we will head 
over to GearHeads 
coordinator and Section 
Secretary Paul Bowman’s 
new home 5 minutes 
away in Moon Township.  
Having turned wrenches 
since the age of 13 on 
countless German, 
Italian, American, and 
Japanese cars, Paul was 
finally able to build his 
“dream garage” last 
year. Paul will hold an 

open house and talk about some of the decisions and choices he made in designing and 
constructing it.  

 



 
Upcoming Event: Zoar Village Ohio German Car Show 

 

From an MBCA colleague in the Western Reserve Section, this show will be held on Saturday, 
May 11 at the Zoar Ohio Maifest event. Located about 95 miles west of Pittsburgh, this event 
features two large German bands, a German dance group, a German singing society, a Spring 
plant sale and, of course, a German Food and Craft Beer tent.  All proceeds benefit the Historic 
Zoar Village, a German village founded in 1817 by folks from Wuerttemberg (Stuttgart 
area).  Zoar is a “sister” colony of Harmony and Economy, PA. 
 

 
  

 

 



 
Upcoming Event: R107 SL Roadster Celebration at Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix 

(PVGP) 

  
Photos of Section Secretary Paul Bowman’s 1989 Mercedes-Benz 560S: Left: on showroom floor in Charlotte, NC, Right: At 2018 PVGP 

 

On August 4, 1989, the very last of the R107-generation of Mercedes-Benz SL roadsters rolled off 

of the assembly line. Launched in 1971 as the 350SL, with numerous engine offerings over the 

years, Mercedes-Benz would never again produce a series of cars for 18 years before a model 

change. Although only 237,287 R107s were produced, with two-thirds shipped to North America, 

the relatively low production number was due to this car being primarily targeted to the high-

end luxury convertible market, which it captured by storm. A new optioned-out 560SL would 

have cost over $130,000 in today’s dollars!  

 

This year marks the 30th year since that last R107 was produced. To celebrate this anniversary, 

the Pittsburgh Section will offer front-row parking to all R107 SL roadsters (and its C107 sister, 

the coupe’) in the Mercedes-Benz section of the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix! 

 

From: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_R107_and_C107 
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The Mercedes Club of America Educational Foundation 
 
The Mercedes-Benz Club of America (MBCA) established the Mercedes-Benz Club of America 
Educational Foundation (MBCAEF) as a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization in 1997.  The newly formed 
Foundation’s goal was to share the rich history and heritage of the Mercedes-Benz automobile through 
education and preservation.  
 
With the founding objectives clearly in mind, the MBCAEF Board of Directors has launched three 
initiatives.  
 
Automobile Restoration Initiative – There is a strong history of cooperation between Mercedes-Benz 
enthusiasts and the McPherson College automobile restoration program. The MBCAEF Board views 
automobile restoration as an excellent means to both educate and preserve Mercedes-Benz automobile 
history and heritage.  
 
The McPherson College Automobile Restoration Program has announced their acquisition of a 1953 
Mercedes- Benz 300S Cabriolet. As part of their strategic plan, they will restore this car and present it at 
the Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance in 2023. The MBCAEF has contributed funds and Board members, 
regularly attend the annual McPherson College Automotive Restoration Students (C.A.R.S.) Club 
weekend event the first weekend in May. 
 
Driver Skills Initiative – Each year, too many drivers in the United States and Canada are seriously 
injured or lose their lives on public roadways. A significant percentage of these drivers are new and 
inexperienced. In recognition of an educational opportunity that would benefit the greater community 
of drivers, the MBCAEF developed the Safe Drivers/Safe Families (SD/SF) Driver skills curriculum on 
behalf of MBCA. The SD/SF curriculum uses a combination of classroom instruction and closed course 
practical application of vital driving tactics while providing a sustainable and uniform driver skills 
curriculum that may be applied in all twelve regions of MBCA  
 
The SD/SF Driver Skills Curriculum is the exclusive property of MBCA and has been formally adopted as 
the official MBCA driver skills curriculum. The MBCAEF has developed printable pdf documents and has 
printed Driver Handbooks and Coaches Guides for use by MBCA Regions and Sections who host or 
sponsor SD/SF events. 
 
Library Cataloging - Since inception of the MBCAEF, the Foundation has been recipient of many volumes 
of literature, video tapes, 16mm films, microfiche film and other assorted materials. It is within the 
scope of the MBCAEF to organize and catalog, as possible, the materials that now belong to the 
Foundation. The materials reside at the National Business Office of the Member. Some cataloging of 
donated materials has been previously accomplished. There has been no recent progress in this 
initiative.  
 
Fund Raising – The MBCAEF accepts cash donations from Sections and members.  Additionally, the 
Foundation is prepared to accept donations of Mercedes-Benz automobiles from members.  Because 
the Foundation is a 501(c)(3), contributions are deductible.  Please consider the Mercedes-Benz Club of 
America Educational Foundation among your charitable giving candidate organizations.   



 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

February 16 Pittsburgh 

International Auto Show 

followed by lunch at TenPenny 

Restaurant  

 

April 6 Hahn Restoration Shop 

Tour, 10AM  

 

April 27 Gear Heads Luncheon, 

Cobblehaus Brewing Company, 

Coraopolis PA, 12 Noon 

followed by Bowman Garage 

Tour at 1:30 

May 18 Spring Drive 

June 21 Heinz Field Tour and 

Burgatory Lunch 

July 20-21 Pittsburgh Vintage 

Grand Prix 

August TBA Erie PA Winery Tour 

and Bell’s Farm 

September TBA Oktoberfest in 

North Park 

October TBA Saxonburg Drive 

and Luncheon 

November TBA ‘Burgh Garage 

Tour and Luncheon 

 

 

Each event will have more 

details e-mailed out to the 

Section membership 4-6 weeks 

before the date. 

 

 

 

Classifieds 

 
1975 450SL, 102K miles 
Signal Red/Bamboo Leather 
Original AM/FM Cassette 
Cruise-Control/Air Conditioning 
Garage Kept. Needs paint work and 
engine tune-up. Family-owned 40 
years. 
 
$10,500 or best offer 
Contact Jim via e-mail 
(jtkwds@gmail.com) or phone 412-
851-2104 
 
 

 
 
New 7' x 20' Aluminum Car Hauler. 
Clearance priced at $5,695. Call and 
ask for Sherri 724-758-5713 
 

 
 
Factory Service Manuals: Star 
Service DVD ROM for W215 & W220 
chassis. $25. Call Carl 412-856-8711 
 
 

 
 

 

1998 E430 (pre-facelift W210) 
purchased last summer from the 
original owner.  91,600 miles. 
Garage-kept since new and has 
been a summer-driver only since 
new.  Impeccably rust-free as 
reported by a Bobby Rahal 
Mercedes multipoint inspection.  
Service records, original window 
sticker, and OEM Mercedes car 
cover included.  Purchased new 
from Ascot Motors and 
maintained by them and Bobby 
Rahal Mercedes. 

Following services performed by 
Bobby Rahal Mercedes to 
optimize the car; full records 
included. Brake-fluid flush, 
change out rear diff fluid, 
Mercedes motor oil change with 
filter and new cap, coolant flush, 
transmission fluid/filter 
replacement with new pilot 
bushing, and transmission dip 
stick. New OEM Mercedes 
shocks, Continental Conti Pro 
Contact tires, and alignment. 
Also replaced: cabin air filters, 
driveshaft flex disc, battery, 
wiper blades. New OEM MB 
floor mats and miscellaneous 
OEM MB trunk parts to freshen 
the look.   

Full detailing, head light lens 
polish, and paint correction. 

Asking $12,500 

Call Roger at 724.602.4447 

 


